246                                     THE LIFE AND WORK OF KAVALI  BROTHERS
It is not easy to exaggerate the services of the Kavali brothers in the field of Indian History and Letters. The pioneering nature and the importance of their work can be realised if one remembers that they wrote and published substantial tomes in English, when even the English government did not think of educating the Indians in that language. In his "Minutes on Education", dated 5th June 1822, Sir Thomas Munro wrote: "We have made geographical and agricultural surveys of our provinces; we have investigated their resources, and endeavoured to ascertain their population; but little or nothing has been done to learn the state of education", Lord Macaulay's famous "Minute of Dissent" appeared on 2nd Febraury 1835, Prinsep's Essays on Indian Antiquities and useful Tables appeared in 1858 and Burnell's South Indian Paleography appeared in 1875. Borraiah's work on Indian paleography, epigraphy and history precedes these works by half a century and more. By their multifarious and momentous writings and translations in English, the Kavali brothers maybe marked off as the first among /the Indo-Anglican writers of India. They are the earliest Indian writers in English, who by their translations of the classics in Sanskritand in the Indian verncaulars, endeavoured to intimate to the West the spirit of Indian letters and culture. Lakshmaiah's translation of Bharavi's Kiratar/uniya and Ramaswami's translation of Venkatadhvari's Viswagunadarsana are to be considere as attempts in this direction. Ramaswami's preface to the Biographical Sketches reveals not only his mastery of the English language, but also his acquanintance with European literatures, his deep knowledge of the Sanskrit and the vernacular literatures of India, and his interest in contemporary literature, Comparing and contrasting the theories of poetery and of aesthetics in the West and in the East, that Ramaswami could refer to the theories of Aristotle and Hermogenes, speaks volumes of his erudition. His reference in the preface of the Biographical Sketches to the 'several works in the learned language (Sanskrit) brought to light by the labor of learned Eureopeans such as Sir William Jones, Mr, Colebrooke, Drs. Taylor and Wilson", and his account of the life and work of Maheswara Bhat, point out that Ramaswami evinced a lively interest in contemporary literature and kept himself abreast of the latest works in Indian literature.
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